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INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS

Description: 
The Mediterranean Aquaculture Journal (MAJ) is a refereed international journal issued by the Medi-
terranean Aquaculture and Environment Society (MIAES). It is providing a global perspective on the 
aquaculture sciences of all cultivated aquatic all aquatic organisms, (algae, fish, crustaceans, mol-
lusks .etc)  relevant to freshwater, brackish, and marine aquaculture. Topics range from extensive 
aquaculture to laboratory studies. The Journal specifically seeks to improve our understanding of the 
aquaculture technology cultured species through the provision of an international forum for the pre-
sentation of reviews, original research papers and short communications. The journal is designated 
to the publication of original multi-disciplinary applied research and review papers in the subjects of 
farming culture systems, breeding, nutrition, farming engineering, fish health, fish processing, socio-
economics, pollution and aquatic resources management.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TYPES OF CONTRIBUTION 

Original Research Papers should report the results of original research. The mate-
rial should not have been previously published elsewhere, except in a preliminary form.
Review Articles can cover either narrow disciplinary subjects or broad issues requiring interdisci-
plinary discussion. They should provide objective critical evaluation of a defined subject. Reviews 
should not consist solely of a summary of published data. Evaluation of the quality of existing data, 
the status of knowledge, and the research required to advance knowledge of the subject are essential.
Short Communications are used to communicate results which represent a major breakthrough or star-
tling new discovery and which should therefore be published quickly. They should not be used for pre-
liminary results. Papers must contain sufficient data to establish that the research has achieved reliable 
and significant results. 

Technical Papers should present new methods and procedures for either research methodology or cul-
ture-related techniques. 

The Letters to the Editor section is intended to provide a forum for discussion of aquacultural science 
emanating from material published in the journal. 

A covering letter must be included, signed by the corresponding author (i.e., the author to whom cor-
respondence should be addressed), and stating on behalf of all the authors that the work has not been 
published and is not being considered for publication elsewhere. Authors are encouraged to suggest four 
potential referees for their manuscripts.

COPYRIGHT  
It is a condition of publication that authors grant the Publisher the exclusive licence to publish all articles 
including abstracts. Papers will not be considered for publication 
Authors are themselves responsible for obtaining permission to reproduce copyright material from other 
sources.

PREPARATION OF THE MANUSCRIPT
All sections of the manuscript should be double-spaced and with 30mm margins. Articles are accepted 
for publication only at the discretion of the Editor(s). Authors will receive prompt acknowledgement 
of receipt of their paper and a decision will be reached within 3 months of receipt. A manuscript should 
consist of the following sections: 

TITLE PAGE 
This should include: the full title of the paper; the full names of all the authors; the name(s) and address(es) 
of the institution(s) at which the work was carried out (the present addresses of the authors, if different 
from the above, should appear in a footnote); the name, address, and telephone and fax numbers of the 
author to whom all correspondence and proofs should be sent; a suggested running title of not more than 
fifty characters, including spaces; and six key words to aid indexing. 



MAIN TEXT 
Manuscripts in general should be organized in the following order:
Title (should be clear, descriptive and concise)
Name(s) of author(s)
Complete postal address(es) of affiliations
Full telephone and fax number and E-mail address of the corresponding author
Present address(es) of author(s) if applicable
Abstract
Keywords (indexing terms), normally 3-6 items. 
Introduction
Material studied, area descriptions, methods, techniques
Results
Discussion
Conclusion
Acknowledgements and any additional information concerning research grants, etc.
References
Tables
Figure captions

ABSTRACTS  
The abstract should be clear, descriptive and not longer than 400 words. It should provide a very brief in-
troduction to the problem and a statement about the methods used in the study. This should generally be 
followed by a brief summary of results, including numerical data (means and standard errors, for example). 
The abstract should end with an indication of the significance of the results. An abstract is often presented 
separate from the article, so it must be able to stand alone. References should therefore be avoided, but if 
essential, they must be cited in full, without reference to the reference list. Non-standard or uncommon ab-
breviations should be avoided, but if essential they must be defined at their first mention in the abstract itself.

KEYWORDS  
Immediately after the abstract, provide a maximum of 4-6 keywords, avoiding general and plural terms 
and multiple concepts (avoid, for example, “and”, “of”). Be sparing with abbreviations: only abbrevia-
tions firmly established in the field may be eligible. These keywords will be used for indexing purposes.

ABBREVIATIONS  
Define abbreviations that are not standard in this field at their first occurrence in the article: in the 
abstract but also in the main text after it. Ensure consistency of abbreviations throughout the article.

TABLES  
1. Authors should take notice of the limitations set by the size and lay-out of the journal. Large tables 
should be avoided. Reversing columns and rows will often reduce the dimensions a table. 



2. If many data are to be presented, an attempt should be made to divide them over two or more tables. 
3. Tables should be numbered according to their sequence in the text. The text should include references 
to all tables. 
4. Each table should be typewritten on a separate page of the manuscript. Tables should never be in-
cluded in the text. 
5. Each table should have a brief and self-explanatory title. 
6. Column headings should be brief, but sufficiently explanatory. Standard abbreviations of units of 
measurement should be added between parentheses. 
7. Vertical lines should not be used to separate columns. Leave some extra space between the columns 
instead. 
8. Any explanation essential to the understanding of the table should be given as a footnote at the bottom 
of the table. 

Formulae Present simple formulae in the line of normal text where possible. In principle, vari-
ables are to be presented in italics. Use the solidus (/) instead of a horizontal line, e.g., X/Y 
Powers of e are often more conveniently denoted by exp. Number consecutively any equations that 
have to be displayed separate from the text (if referred to explicitly in the text). Give the mean-
ing of all symbols immediately after the equation in which they are first used. In chemical for-
mulae, valence of ions should be given as, e.g. Ca2+ and not Ca++. Isotope numbers should pre-
cede the symbols, e.g., 18O. The repeated writing of chemical formulae in the text is to be avoided 
where reasonably possible; instead, the name of the compound should be given in full. Exceptions 
may be made in the case of a very long name occurring very frequently or in the case of a com-
pound being described as the end product of a gravimetric determination (e.g., phosphate as P2O5).

FOOTNOTES  
Footnotes should be used sparingly. Number them consecutively throughout the article, using super-
script Arabic numbers. Many word processors build footnotes into the text, and this feature may be 
used. Should this not be the case, indicate the position of footnotes in the text and present the footnotes 
themselves on a separate sheet at the end of the article. Do not include footnotes in the Reference list.
Generally, all papers should be divided into the following sections and appear in the order: (1) Abstract, 
not exceeding 150-200 words, (2) Introduction, (3) Materials and Methods, (4) Results, (5) Discussion, 
(6) Acknowledgements, (7) References, (8) Figure legends, (9) Tables, (10) Figures. 
The Results and Discussion sections may be combined and may contain subheadings. The Materials and 
Methods section should be sufficiently detailed to enable the experiments to be reproduced. Trade names 
should be capitalized and the manufacturer’s name and address given. 
All pages must be numbered consecutively from the title page, and include the acknowledgements, refer-
ences and figure legends, which should be submitted on separate sheets following the main text. 

SCIENTIFIC NAMES AND STATISTICS  
Complete scientific names should be given when organisms are first mentioned in the text and in tables, 
figures and key words. The generic name may subsequently be abbreviated to the initial, e.g. Gadus 
morhua L., otherwise G. morhua. Carry out and describe all appropriate statistical analyses.  



REFERENCES (HARVARD STYLE) 
References should be cited in the text by author and date, e.g. Lie & Hemre (1990). Joint authors should 
be referred to by et al. if there are more than two, e.g. Hemre et al. (1990). 
1. All publications cited in the text should be presented in a list of references following the 
text of the manuscript. The manuscript should be carefully checked to ensure that the spell-
ing of author’s names and dates are exactly the same in the text as in the reference list.
2. In the text refer to the author’s name (without initial) and year of publication, followed - if 
necessary - by a short reference to appropriate pages. Examples: “Since Peterson (1993) has 
shown that...” “This is in agreement with results obtained later (Kramer, 1994, pp. 12-16)”.
3. If reference is made in the text to a publication written by more than two authors the name of the 
first author should be used followed by “et al.”. This indication, however, should never be used in 
the list of references. In this list names of first author and all co-authors should be mentioned.
4. References cited together in the text should be arranged chronologically. The list of references should 
be arranged alphabetically by authors’ names, and chronologically per author. If an author’s name in 
the list is also mentioned with co-authors the following order should be used: publications of the single 
author, arranged according to publication dates - publications of the same author with one co-author - 
publications of the author with more than one co-author. Publications by the same author(s) in the same 
year should be listed as 1994a, 1994b, etc. 

5. Use the following system for arranging your references: 

a. For periodicals  
Dame, R., Libes, S., 1993. Oyster reefs and nutrient retention in tidal creeks. J. Exp. Mar. Biol. Ecol. 
171, 251-258. 

b. For edited symposia, special issues, etc. published in a periodical  
Benzie, J.A.H., Ballment, E., Frusher, S., 1993. Genetic structure of Penaeus monodon in Australia: 
concordant results from mtDNA and allozymes. In: Gall, G.A.E., Chen, H. (Eds.), Genetics in Aqua-
culture IV. Proceedings of the Fourth International Symposium, 29 April-3 May 1991, Wuhan, China. 
Aquaculture 111, 89-93. 

c. For books  
Gaugh, Jr., H.G., 1992. Statistical Analysis of Regional Yield Trials. Elsevier, Amsterdam, 278 pp. 

d. For multi-author books  
Shigueno, K., 1992. Shrimp culture industry in Japan. In: Fast, A.W., Lester, L.J. (Eds.), 
Marine Shrimp Culture: Principles and Practices. Elsevier, Amsterdam, pp. 641-652.
6. Titles of periodicals mentioned in the list of references should be abbreviated following ISO 4 stan-
dard. The ISSN word abbreviations, for example, can be found at http://www.issn.org/Istwa.html.
7. In the case of publications in any language other than English, the original title is to be re-
tained. However, the titles of publications in non-Latin alphabets should be transliterated, 
and a notation such as “(in Russian)” or “(in Greek, with English abstract)” should be added.
8. Papers accepted for publication but not yet published should be referred to as “in press”. 



9. References concerning unpublished data and “personal communications” should not be cited in the 
reference list but may be mentioned in the text. 

Work that has not been accepted for publication and personal communications should not appear in 
the reference list, but may be referred to in the text (e.g. A. Author, unpubl. observ.; A.N. Other, pers. 
comm.). It is the authors’ responsibility to obtain permission from colleagues to include their work as a 
personal communication. A letter of permission should accompany the manuscript. 

Line drawings should be on separate sheets of white paper in black indelible ink (dot matrix illustrations 
are not permitted); lettering should be on an overlay or photocopy and should be no less than 4 mm high 
for a 50% reduction. Please note, each figure should have a separate legend; these should be grouped on a 
separate page at the end of the manuscript. All symbols and abbreviations should be clearly explained.  

Tables should be self-explanatory and include only essential data. Each table must be typewritten on a 
separate sheet and should be numbered consecutively with Arabic numerals, e.g. Table 1, and given a 
short caption. No vertical rules should be used. Units should appear in parentheses in the column head-
ings and not in the body of the table. All abbreviations should be defined in a footnote.  

All tables and figures that are reproduced from a previously published source must be accompanied by a 
letter of permission from the Publisher or copyright owner.  

PLEASE DO NOT:  
embed graphics in your word processor (spreadsheet, presentation) document. 1. 
supply files that are optimised for screen use (like GIF, BMP, PICT, WPG); the resolution is too 2. 
low.
supply files that are too low in resolution.3. 
submit graphics that are disproportionately large for the content.  4. 

CAPTIONS  
Ensure that each illustration has a caption. Supply captions separately, not attached to the figure. A 
caption should comprise a brief title (not on the figure itself) and a description of the illustration. Keep 
text in the illustrations themselves to a minimum but explain all symbols and abbreviations used.

LINE DRAWINGS  
The lettering and symbols, as well as other details, should have proportionate dimensions, so 
as not to become illegible or unclear after possible reduction; in general, the figures should be de-
signed for a reduction factor of two to three. The degree of reduction will be determined by the 
Publisher. Illustrations will not be enlarged. Consider the page format of the journal when de-
signing the illustrations. Do not use any type of shading on computer-generated illustrations.

PHOTOGRAPHS (HALFTONES)  
Remove non-essential areas of a photograph. Do not mount photographs unless they 
form part of a composite figure (plate). Where necessary, insert a scale bar in the il-
lustration (not below it), as opposed to giving a magnification factor in the caption. 



COLOUR ILLUSTRATIONS  
Please make sure that artwork files are in an acceptable format (TIFF, EPS or MS Office files) and with 
the correct resolution. If, together with your accepted article, you submit usable colour figures, then 
Elsevier will ensure, at no additional charge that these figures will appear in colour on the Web (e.g., 
ScienceDirect and other sites) regardless of whether or not these illustrations are reproduced in colour 
in the printed version. For colour reproduction in print, you will receive information regarding the costs 
from Elsevier after receipt of your accepted article. Please indicate your preference for colour in print 
or on the Web only 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
These should be brief and must include references to sources of financial and logistical support. 

PAGE PROOFS AND REPRINTS 
Proofs will be sent via e-mail as an Acrobat PDF (portable document format) file. The e-mail server must 
be able to accept attachments up to 4 MB in size. Acrobat Reader will be required in order to read this 
file. This software can be downloaded (free of charge) from the following Web site: http://www.adobe.
com/prodindex/acrobat/main.html This will enable the file to be opened, read on screen, and printed out 
in order for any corrections to be added. Further instructions will be sent with the proof. Proofs will be 
posted if no e-mail address is available; in your absence, please arrange for a colleague to access your 
e-mail to retrieve the proofs. Proofs must be returned to the Editor within 7 days of receipt, ideally by 
fax. Only typographical errors can be corrected at this stage. Major alterations to the text cannot be ac-
cepted. 

Offprints of articles may be ordered at the proof stage. The corresponding author will be provided with 
five free copies of the published issue. Where there are more than two authors, the corresponding author 
will receive two free copies for distribution to each author.

HOW TO ORDER 
ORDERS COULD BE SENT TO : 
ENSTINET  
USD@STI.SCI.EG
 










